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Credit Value: 3
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Course Learning Outcomes: at the end of the course, the student will be able to-

CLO 1 Understand key theoretical frameworks related to 

gender studies and feminist literary criticism

CLO 2 Analyze literary texts through the lens of gender.

CLO 3 Explore the historical and cultural contexts that shape 

gendered representations in literature.

CLO 4 Identify the role of intersectionality (race, class, sexuality, 

etc.) in gender representations.

CLO 5 Articulate informed perspectives on gendered narratives 

through critical writing and discussion.
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ASSESSMENT PATTERN

Total Marks

Per Credit 50 Marks

3 Credits Course 150 Marks

2 Credits Course 100 Marks

CIE 60%

SEE 40%

CIE- Continuous Internal Evaluation (90 Marks-60%)

Bloom’s 

Category Marks 

(out of 45)

Tests

(45)

Assignments

(15)

Quizzes

(10)

External 

Participation in 

Curricular/Co-

Curricular 

Activities (20)

Remember 5 05 Attendance : 

10

Viva-Voce : 

10

Understand 10 05 05

Apply 05 10

Analyze 10

Evaluate 05

Create 10

Bloom’s Category Tests

Remember 10

Understand 5

Apply 10

Analyze 10

Evaluate 5

Create 20

SEE- Semester End Examination (60 Marks-40%)
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Week Topic Teaching Learning policy Assessments CLO

1st Gender as a social construct, key terms and concepts, 

introduction to feminist literary criticism Virginia 

Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (Chapters 1–2)

Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Reading text

Class 

attendance

Class 

performance

Mid exam

1 &2

2nd

The Nature of the Problem Patriarchy, history of the 

writings and university

Historical and Social Context

Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Class 

attendance

Class 

performance,

Mid

1,3

3rd To Room Nineteen by Doris Lossing Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Reading text

Class 

attendance

Class 

performance,

Mid

Assignment

1,3

4



4th Subjectivity, Socital Expectation Isolation Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Mid

3,4

5th The Rise of the Novel and Female Voices

Sultana’s Dream

Lecture with PPT presentation, 

Discussion

Reading text

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Mid

Quiz,

4

6th Sultana’s Dream Lecture with PPT presentation, 

Discussion

Reading text

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Mid

Quiz

5

7th Science fiction

Utopia

Lecture with PPT presentation, 

Discussion

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Mid

Quiz

2
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8th Fragmentation of identity and gender in modernist 

literature

Virginia Woolf, Orlando

Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Reading text

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Mid

Quiz

1,4

9th Androgyny, gender and time Fludity, Biography Lecture with PPT presentation, 

Discussion

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

2,3

10th Contrast of mythological and textual Drapadi by 

Mahasweta Devi

Lecture with PPT, Discussion Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

2

11th Look back in anger by John Osborne Lecture with book, Discussion Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

4

6



12th Question Gender role with the text Lecture with PPT, 

Discussion

Class 

attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

3,4

13th Gender and Poetry

Maya Angelou

Phenomenal Women

Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Reading text

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

1,2

14th Discussion on the theme. Rejection of beauty 

standered

Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

5

7



15th The caged bird Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion, 

Reading text

Class 

attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

3

16th Discussion theme Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

4

17th Representation of gender in contemporary films, TV, 

and graphic novels

‘Thappar’ 

Lecture with PPT 

presentation, Discussion

Presentation

Class attendance

Class 

performance,

Final

Quiz

1,4
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The Evolution of Gender Representation in Literature

Early Literature

Early literature often depicted women in stereotypical roles, 

reflecting the patriarchal norms of the time.

Modern Literature

The 20th and 21st centuries saw the rise of feminist literature, 

showcasing diverse female characters and challenging gender 

stereotypes.



Defining Sex: Biological Differences

Anatomy

Sex refers to biological differences between 

males, females, and intersex individuals, 

including anatomical distinctions of the 

reproductive system.

Chromosomes

These differences also include genetic 

variations, such as the XX chromosomes 

for females and XY chromosomes for 

males.

Hormones

Hormonal differences, including estrogen 

and testosterone, contribute to physical 

characteristics and development.



Defining Gender: Societal Influence

Roles

Gender encompasses societal 

expectations and roles assigned to men, 

women, and non- binary individuals 

based on perceived sex.

Behaviors

It encompasses the behaviors, activities, 

and interests considered appropriate for 

each gender by cultural norms.

Norms

Gender is a social construct, shaped by 

cultural norms, traditions, and historical 

influences that vary across time and 

place.



The Social Constructionist Perspective

1 Ideas

2 N orms

3 Practices

4 Meaning

5 Gender

•The informal rules and expectations 

that dictate appropriate behavior for 

individuals based on their gender.

•Examples: "Boys don’t cry," or "Girls 

should be polite." 



Stereotyping and Subverting Gender Norms

1 Stereotypes

2 Subversion

3 Breaking Expectations

4 New Narratives

Literature has a history of perpetuating harmful stereotypes. However, it is also a tool for challenging these norms and creating new narratives 

that reflect the complexity of gender identities.



The Spectrum of Gender Identity and Expression

Transgender

Individuals whose gender identity differs 

from the sex they were assigned at birth.

Non-Binary

Individuals who identify as neither 

exclusively male nor female, embracing a 

range of gender expressions.

Gender Fluid

Individuals whose gender identity fluctuates 

over time or varies across different 

situations.



Gender Fluidity and N on-Binary N arratives

1 Challenging Binary

2 Fluid Identities

3 N on-Binary Representation

4 Breaking Norms

Contemporary literature embraces gender fluidity and non-binary identities, portraying characters who transcend traditional gender categories.



1. Challenging Binary

The classification of gender into two distinct, opposite categories: male and 

female.

•This binary framework excludes the experiences of non-binary, genderqueer, 

and other gender-diverse individuals. 

A gender identity outside the male-female binary.

Behaviors or presentations that do not align with societal expectations of one's 

assigned gender. 

Fluid Identities

•Judith Butler argues that gender is not something one "is" but something one 

"does" through repeated actions and behaviors.

•Gender performativity highlights that societal norms are maintained through 

repetition and can also be disrupted through resistance. 



Gender Roles &Expression  

❑ Societal expectations about how individuals should 

behave based on their perceived gender.

•Examples: Associating nurturing and caregiving with 

women, and leadership or strength with men.

•These roles vary across cultures and are subject to change 

over time.

❑ The outward presentation of one’s gender through 

clothing, behavior, hairstyles, voice, etc.

•Gender expression does not necessarily align with societal 

expectations tied to one’s gender identity or assigned sex. 
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Intersectionality: The Influence of 

Race, Class, and Sexuality

Race

Racialized experiences can shape how gender is perceived and expressed.

Class

Socioeconomic status impacts opportunities and access to resources, 

influencing gender roles and expectations.

Sexuality

Sexual orientation intersects with gender identity, creating unique 

experiences and challenges for individuals.



Hegemonic Masculinity

The dominant cultural ideal of masculinity, often associated 

with traits like toughness, dominance, and emotional 

restraint.

Toxic Masculinity

A harmful cultural concept of masculinity that promotes 

aggression, emotional suppression, and dominance while 

discouraging vulnerability and empathy

Hegemonic & Toxic Masculinity

Emphasized Femininity: The culturally 
dominant form of femininity, often defined 
by compliance, nurturing, and sexual 
attractiveness
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Patriarchal Structures and 
Feminist Perspectives

Patriarchal Norms

Traditional literature often 

reinforced patriarchal structures, 

limiting female characters to 

domestic roles or passive figures.

Feminist Critiques

Feminist literary theory critiques 

these structures, highlighting the 

ways in which women are 

marginalized and silenced in 

literature.

New Perspectives

Feminist writing explores female experiences, agency, and resistance, offering 

alternative perspectives on the world.



Feminist Theories on Gender

•Liberal Feminism: Focuses on achieving gender equality within existing 
structures (e.g., workplace equality, suffrage).

•Radical Feminism: Seeks to dismantle patriarchy and traditional gender roles 
entirely.

•Postmodern Feminism: Deconstructs fixed notions of gender and embraces 
fluidity
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Historical and Cultural Variations in 
Gender

1 Ancient Egypt

Women could own property, conduct business, and hold positions of 

power.

2 Victorian Era

Strict gender roles confined women to domestic spheres, emphasizing 

femininity and domesticity.

3 Modern Era

Increased acceptance of gender fluidity and non- binary identities, with 

a shift towards greater equality and inclusion.
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Text Link:

https://victorianpersistence.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/a-
room-of-ones-own-virginia-woolf-1929.pdf

https://victorianpersistence.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/a-room-of-ones-own-virginia-woolf-1929.pdf


Published in 1929, this essay is based on 

lectures Woolf delivered at Newnham 

College and Girton College, both women's 

colleges in Cambridge.

Woolf explores the connection between financial 

independence and creative freedom for women, 

particularly female writers. She challenges traditional 

gender roles and societal expectations.



The Importance of Having a Room of One's Own

1

Financial Freedom

Financial independence allows women to pursue their creative passions without the 

burden of economic constraints. They can focus on writing and develop their craft.

2

Physical Space

A dedicated space for writing fosters creativity and allows women to 

immerse themselves in their work. It's essential for concentration and 

uninterrupted flow.

3

Mental Freedom

Having a room of one's own represents a sense of autonomy 

and liberation. It allows women to think independently, explore 

ideas, and express themselves freely.



















The essay begins with a question – ‘But, you may say,… what has that to do with a room of one’s own?’ • 

Suggests that what is to come is unconventional, contrary to expectation. • It’s as if a conversation has been 

going on and you are entering in the middle of it. • It is not possible to tell an objective story of women and 

fiction. • Woolf herself has a close connection to the subject of the essay and this is evident in the emotions 

she expresses when discussing the topic

A Woman’s Place in Fiction vs. Reality

• Woolf begins by contemplating the disparity between the portrayal of women in literature and their 

actual status in society. She observes that while women are often idealized or demonized in fiction, 

their real lives have been marked by oppression and exclusion from intellectual pursuits.

• She remarks that women, although central to stories as characters, have historically been denied the 

tools and spaces necessary to create stories of their own.

Chapter 1: The Nature of the Problem





➢ Lack of Representation

Woolf observed that women's 

stories were often absent 

from mainstream literary 

narratives. This lack of 

representation limited 

understanding of their lives 

and experiences.

➢ Constrained Creativity

She argues that societal 

expectations and 

limitations placed on 

women often stifled their 

creativity. They were 

expected to conform to 

traditional gender roles

➢ Unique Perspective

Woolf emphasizes the 

value of a distinct female 

perspective in literature. 

Women have unique 

insights and stories to tell, 

adding richness and 

diversity to the literary 

landscape.



Material Conditions and Creativity

Woolf asserts that poverty and lack of privacy are major barriers to women’s literary achievements. She uses the 

metaphor of “a room of one’s own” to symbolize the material and intellectual independence required for creativity.

Her exploration of this concept is rooted in her fictional narrative of being invited to deliver a lecture on "Women 

and Fiction." She critiques the expectations placed on her as a female lecturer to speak authoritatively on such a vast 

topic despite the constraints placed on women historically.

The structure of the essay follows how Woolf came to her view about privacy and money. 

Woolf points out that there are several questions and approaches to the topic of women and fiction:

• Pointing out certain women writers 

• Women and what they are like

• Women and the fiction that is written about them

Woolf will consider how these three approaches are ‘inextricably mixed together’ • Concludes the chapter with a 

fictional personal experience , the description of two imaginary meals as a way of depicting the educational situation of 

women at her time , including that of those who might some day create fiction. • Woolf notes that a formal education is 

almost always the possession of great writers – but for the most of history women were excluded from most formal 

education. • Concludes by thinking about the poverty and insecurity that characterises the lives of women and the effect 

of tradition and the lack of tradition on the mind of the write

https://image1.slideserve.com/2413633/slide4-l.jpg
https://image1.slideserve.com/2413633/slide5-l.jpg








The Role of the University (Oxbridge)

• During her visit to a fictional university (Oxbridge, a blend of Oxford and Cambridge), 

Woolf highlights the exclusionary practices of elite institutions. She notes how women 

are denied access to the same resources, libraries, and opportunities as men.

• The imagery of being barred from entering the university lawn or library becomes a 

metaphor for the intellectual restrictions imposed on women

The Locked Library

• The locked library at Oxbridge becomes a recurring symbol of women’s exclusion from 

intellectual spaces. It represents the broader societal barriers that keep women from 

accessing knowledge and creative opportunities



Exploring the Financial and 
Social Constraints

Lack of Inheritance

Woolf highlights the fact that 

women were often denied 

inheritance rights, which limited 

their access to financial resources 

and autonomy.

Limited Career Options

The traditional roles expected of 

women often excluded them from 

professional pursuits. They were 

limited to domestic work or low-

paying jobs, restricting their 

financial freedom.

Social Expectations

Societal expectations placed upon women often limited their opportunities for 

personal growth and independence. They were expected to prioritize their 

husbands and families.





Chapter 2: Historical and Social Context

1.The Economic Dependence of Women
1. Woolf reflects on the economic realities that have historically subjugated women, emphasizing that financial 

independence is crucial for intellectual freedom.
2. She contrasts the wealth of male institutions (such as Oxbridge) with the financial struggles of women’s colleges, using 

this disparity to highlight the systemic inequities between men and women.
2.The Impact of Poverty on Women's Writing

1. Woolf explores how financial insecurity has stifled women’s creative potential. She argues that literary genius cannot 
thrive in conditions of constant stress and material deprivation.

2. She notes that women’s poverty is not just a financial issue but one that is tied to their legal and social disempowerment 
throughout history.

3.The Legacy of Patriarchy
1. Woolf examines the historical absence of women in intellectual and artistic fields, attributing it to the structural 

dominance of patriarchy.
2. She critiques the patriarchal system that relegates women to domestic roles and prevents them from accessing 

education, leisure, and autonomy—key ingredients for literary achievement.
4.The Importance of Imagination and Humor

1. Woolf’s narrative in these chapters is laced with wit and irony, which she uses as tools to challenge deeply entrenched 
societal norms.

2. She invites readers to reflect critically on the absurdity of the restrictions imposed on women, fostering a sense of 
possibility and hope for change























The Significance of Judith, 

Shakespeare's Hypothetical Sister

1 Lost Genius

Woolf imagines Judith, a fictional sister of William Shakespeare, who 

possessed equal talent but lacked the opportunities available to her 

brother.

2 Unfulfilled Potential

Judith's story is a powerful reminder of the countless women writers who 

may have been silenced or their talents suppressed due to societal 

constraints.

3 Impact on History

Woolf argues that the absence of women's voices in literature has shaped 

our understanding of history and culture. Their stories deserve to be told.



Conclusion and Key 
Takeaways
In these chapters, Woolf sets the stage for her broader exploration of 

gender and literature. She emphasizes the critical need for financial 

independence, personal space, and societal change to enable women 

to write and create. These chapters are both a critique of historical 

injustices and a call to action for future generations of women writers
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A Descent into Isolation

Synopsis

Susan Rawlings, a seemingly ordinary woman, descends into a 

spiral of loneliness and despair as she confronts the realities of 

her marriage and societal constraints. The novel's chilling 

narrative follows her mental deterioration as she becomes 

increasingly detached from reality.

Themes

Isolation, identity, and the human condition are central themes 

explored by Lessing. Susan's struggle to define herself in the 

face of societal expectations and her own inner turmoil is a 

powerful exploration of the human psyche.



Susan Rawlings: Trapped by 
Societal Expectations

Protagonist

Susan is a complex and flawed 

character who is both a victim 

and a perpetrator of her own 

circumstances. She is trapped 

in a loveless marriage and 

struggles to reconcile her own 

desires with societal 

expectations.

Domestic Life

Susan's domestic life becomes 

a microcosm of her 

confinement. The novel 

explores the complexities of 

gender roles and the struggles 

women face in balancing 

societal expectations with their 

own aspirations.



The Symbolic Room

1
Room Nineteen

2

Metaphor

The titular "Room Nineteen" represents Susan's mental breakdown and her descent into 

isolation. It symbolizes her detachment from reality and her internal struggle to find 

meaning and purpose.

3

Escape

Susan's retreat to Room Nineteen can be seen as an attempt to escape the 

confines of her life, but it ultimately leads her deeper into madness. The room 

becomes her own personal hell, where she is trapped by her own thoughts 

and fears.



Exploring Gender Roles and 
Expectations

Women's Struggles

Through Susan's journey, Lessing 

critiques societal expectations 

placed upon women in the mid-

20th century. She explores the 

limitations imposed by marriage, 

motherhood, and domesticity, 

highlighting the internal struggles 

women face in a patriarchal society.

M arriage and Freedom

Susan's marriage is a catalyst for her 

descent. Her husband, a well-

meaning but distant man, represents 

societal norms and expectations that 

stifle Susan's desire for personal 

growth and freedom.



Lessing's Literary Techniques

Stream of Consciousness

Lessing employs stream of consciousness narration, allowing readers to delve into Susan's fragmented thoughts and internal 

turmoil. The novel's structure reflects Susan's disintegrating mental state, blurring the lines between reality and delusion.

Symbolism

Symbolism plays a crucial role in the novel, with objects and settings holding deeper meanings. Room Nineteen, the house, and

Susan's surroundings all contribute to the novel's symbolic richness.



Enduring Im pact

1
Relevance

"To Room Nineteen" remains 

relevant today, as it explores 

universal themes of identity, 

isolation, and the challenges of 

navigating societal expectations.

2
Legacy

Lessing's powerful and unflinching 

portrayal of mental breakdown and 

societal constraints has left a lasting 

impact on literature and continues 

to resonate with readers.



Key Takeaways

1

Individuality

The novel emphasizes the importance of individual expression and the need to break free from societal 

expectations that limit personal growth and fulfillment.

2

Mental Health

Lessing's work sheds light on the complexities of mental health and the importance 

of acknowledging and addressing internal struggles.

3

Social Commentary

"To Room Nineteen" serves as a powerful critique of societal 

norms and the limitations they impose on individuals, 

especially women.



Conclusion

Through Susan's journey, Lessing masterfully weaves together psychological realism, social commentary, and symbolic storytelling. 

"To Room Nineteen" continues to captivate readers with its exploration of the human psyche, the complexities of modern life, and

the enduring search for individual meaning and purpose.



JM

University of Global Village (UGV), Barisal

Department of English

BA (Hons) Program

Sutana’s Dream
Week : 3rd & 4th

Page: 69-105



Begum Rokeya and the Status of Women

Colonial India

Begum Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain was a Bengali writer and 

social activist who lived in British-ruled India. She was deeply 

concerned about the status of women in society, who were 

often marginalized and denied opportunities.

Gender Inequality

The social, political, and economic realities of the time 

dictated limited access to education, employment, and public 

life for women.



Introduction to Sultana's 
Dream

A Visionary Tale

In her short story "Sultana's 

Dream," Rokeya presents a 

utopian world called 

Ladyland, ruled by women, 

where gender roles are 

reversed.

Exploring Gender 

Roles

The story challenges 

traditional gender norms and 

explores the potential of a 

society where women are 

empowered.



The Reversal of Gender Roles

Ladyland

In Ladyland, men are confined to domestic duties, while 

women are engaged in science, technology, and politics.

A Different World

The story imagines a world where women have achieved 

equal rights and have taken control of their lives.



Women's Scientific 
Advancements

Technological Prowess

Women in Ladyland have made 

remarkable advancements in 

science and technology, 

developing flying machines and 

other innovative inventions.

Global Connectivity

The story envisions a world where 

women have broken free from 

traditional constraints and are 

leading the way in scientific 

progress.



Critique of Patriarchy

Challenging Norms

The story serves as a powerful critique of patriarchal 

societies, where women are often relegated to secondary 

roles.

Call for Empowerment

It emphasizes the need for female empowerment and 

equality to achieve a more just and equitable world.



The Transformative Power of 
Imagination

1 Imagination as a Tool

Rokeya's story demonstrates the transformative power of 

imagination and its ability to envision a better future.

2 Challenging the Status Quo

By imagining a world where women hold positions of 

power and leadership, the story inspires readers to 

challenge the status quo.



Connecting to Modern 
Feminism

Relevance Today

"Sultana's D ream" remains relevant today, as it continues 

to inspire feminist movements around the world.

Gender Equality

The story's message of gender equality resonates with 

contemporary struggles for women's rights and 

empowerment.



Enduring Legacy

Begum Rokeya's visionary work continues to inspire and provoke 

conversations about gender roles, equality, and the transformative power 

of imagination. H er enduring legacy is a testament to the importance of 

challenging societal norms and fighting for a more just and equitable 

world.
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1. “Nature, who has played so many queer tricks upon us, making us so unequally of clay and diamonds, of rainbow and 
granite, and stuffed them into a case, often of the most incongruous, for the poet has a butcher's face and the butcher a 
poet's; nature, who has so much to answer for besides the perhaps unwieldy length of this sentence, has further complicated 
our task and added to our confusion by providing...a perfect rag-bag of odds and ends within us...[and] has contrived that the 
whole assortment shall be lightly stitched together by a single thread. Memory is the seamstress and a capricious one at that”

2. Up to this point...documents, both private and historical, have made it possible to fulfill the first duty of a 
biographer, which is to plod, without looking right or left, in the indelible footprints of truth... on and on 
methodically until we fall plump into the grave and write finis on the tombstone above our heads

3. It is these pauses that are our undoing. It is then that sedition enters the fortress and our troops rise in 
insurrection. Once before he had paused, and love with its horrid rout, its shawms, its cymbals, and its heads 
with gory locks torn from the shoulders had burst in....Now again he paused, and into the breach thus made, 
leapt Ambition, the harridan, and Poetry, the witch, and Desire of Fame, the strumpet; all joined hands and 
made of his heart their dancing ground. Standing upright in the solitude of his room, he vowed that he would 
be the first poet of his race and bring immortal lustre upon his name



4. Different though the sexes are, they intermix. In every human being a vacillation from one sex to the other takes place, and 
often it is only the clothes that keep the male and female likeness, while underneath the sex is the very opposite of what it is
above. Of the complications and confusions which thus result every one has had experience; but here we leave the general 
question and note only the odd effect it had in the particular case of Orlando herself

5. Orlando then for the first time noticed a small cloud gathered behind the dome of St. Paul's. As the stroke 
sounded, the cloud increased, and she saw it darken and spread with extraordinary speed. ... Height upon 
height above the city was engulfed by it ... With the twelfth stroke of midnight, the darkness was complete. All 
was dark; all was doubt; all was confusion. The Eighteenth century was over; the Nineteenth century had 
begun.
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Introduction to the Play

A Play of Its Time

John Osborne's *Look Back In Anger* premiered in 1956, a time of 

profound societal change in Britain.

A Controversial Premiere

The play's realistic portrayal of anger and disillusionment shook the 

British theater establishment.



The Angry Young Man

Jimmy Porter

The play's central character, Jimmy 

Porter, is a brilliant but angry 

young man struggling to find his 

place in post-war society.

Disillusionment with the 
Establishment

Jimmy is deeply cynical about the 

traditional values and social 

structures of his time.



Themes: C lass, Gender, and Social 
Change

C lass Conflict

Jimmy represents a new generation of 

working-class youth questioning the 

privileges of the upper class.

Gender Roles

The play explores traditional gender roles and 

the changing expectations for men and 

women in post-war society.

Social Change

*Look Back In Anger* captures the anxieties 

and aspirations of a generation grappling with 

rapid social and political changes.



Characterization: Jimmy, Alison, and Cliff

1

Jimmy Porter

The angry, passionate protagonist.

2
Alison Porter

Jimmy's wife, a sensitive and passive woman.

3

Cliff Lewis

Jimmy's friend, a more tolerant and understanding figure.



Revolutionary Language and 

Stage Design

Raw Dialogue

Osborne's writing style is raw and confrontational, reflecting the 

characters' anger and frustration.

Minimalism and Realism

The play's minimalist stage design focuses on realism, bringing the 

characters and their struggles to life.



Reception and Critical Analysis

Critical Acclaim

*Look Back In Anger* was praised 

for its realism and its portrayal of 

post- war disillusionment.

Controversy and Debate

The play sparked controversy for its 

frank language, its unconventional 

characters, and its critical stance on 

traditional values.



The Legacy of *Look Back In 

Anger*

1 Influence on Theater

*Look Back In Anger* helped pave the way for a new wave of British 

playwrights who explored social and political issues in a more 

realistic and confrontational way.

2 Cultural Impact

The play's themes and characters resonated with a generation and 

helped shape cultural attitudes about class, gender, and social 

change.



Conclusion and Discussion

*Look Back In Anger* remains a powerful and relevant play, offering insights into the 

human condition and the challenges of navigating societal change.
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Phenomenal Woman
BY MAYA ANGELOU
Pretty women wonder where my secret lies
I’m not cute or built to suit a fashion model’s size
But when I start to tell them,
They think I’m telling lies.
I say,
It’s in the reach of my arms,
The span of my hips,
The stride of my step,
The curl of my lips.
I’m a woman
Phenomenally.

Phenomenal woman,
That’s me.

Men themselves have wondered
What they see in me.
They try so much
But they can’t touch

My inner mystery.
When I try to show them,
They say they still can’t see.
I say,
It’s in the arch of my back,
The sun of my smile,
The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.
I’m a woman
Phenomenally.

Phenomenal woman,
That’s me.
.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/maya-angelou


Now you understand
Just why my head’s not bowed.
I don’t shout or jump about
Or have to talk real loud.
When you see me passing,
It ought to make you proud.
I say,
It’s in the click of my heels,
The bend of my hair,
the palm of my hand,
The need for my care.
’Cause I’m a woman

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That’s me.
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Caged Bird
BY MAYA ANGELOU
A free bird leaps
on the back of the wind
and floats downstream
till the current ends
and dips his wing
in the orange sun rays
and dares to claim the sky.

But a bird that stalks
down his narrow cage
can seldom see through
his bars of rage
his wings are clipped and
his feet are tied
so he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings
with a fearful trill
of things unknown
but longed for still

and his tune is heard
on the distant hill
for the caged bird
sings of freedom.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/maya-angelou


The free bird thinks of another breeze
and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees
and the fat worms waiting on a dawn bright lawn
and he names the sky his own.

But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams
his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream
his wings are clipped and his feet are tied
so he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings
with a fearful trill
of things unknown
but longed for still
and his tune is heard
on the distant hill
for the caged bird
sings of freedom.







University of Global Village (UGV), Barisal

Department of English

BA (Hons) Program

Movie
Week : 17th

Page:147


